
1. THE BEDFORD BOYS, by Alex Kershaw
(Da Capo, $14.95 paper, 0306813556) “Kershaw
relates the single worst day in the history of a
small town. On D-Day, Bedford,Virginia—with a
population of approximately 3,000—lost 19 young
men on the beaches of Normandy.The impact of
this loss of brothers, husbands, and sons is told
poignantly, and the story is not soon forgotten.”
—Stephanie Hedge, Chatham Books,
Chatham,VA

3. FRANKLIN AND WINSTON: An
Intimate Portrait of an Epic Friendship,by Jon
Meacham (Random House, $29.95,
0375505008) “This is the story of the friendship
and dramatic power of two of the greatest lead-
ers of the free world during World War II. A must
for every student of the era.”—Jane Stroh,
The Bookstore, Glen Ellyn, IL

5. GREAT PHOTOGRAPHS OF
WORLD WAR II, edited by Neil
Kagan (Oxmoor House, $39.95,
0848728181) “This is a collector’s edition
of black-and-white photographs taken
during World War II. There are images
that depict both sides of the war and 
suffering and triumph in several countries,

as well as quotations from leaders and soldiers. It would make a
great Father’s Day present or just a good coffee-table book for a
WW II history buff.”—Leslie Christman, Horton’s Books &
Gifts, Carrollton, GA

2. ACROSS THE DARK ISLANDS: The 
War in The Pacific, by Floyd W. Radike
(Ballantine, $24.95, 0891417745) “This book
speaks with power and eloquence about the war
in the Pacific. The writing is filled with everyday,
ordinary heroes, and their sacrifices in the name
of freedom.”—Emery Pinter, Chapter 11,
Atlanta, GA

4. GHOST SOLDIERS: The Epic Account of
World War II’s Greatest Rescue Mission, by
Hampton Sides (Anchor $14.95 paper,
038549565X) “This well-written story of a daring
rescue of American POWs from a Japanese
prison camp in the Philippines is my favorite
World War II book.Highly recommended, even to
those who might not read war books, because of
the excellence of the writing.”—Laura Ziock,
Altamont Books, Livermore, CA

6. OUR MOTHERS’ WAR: American Women
at Home and at the Front During World War II,
by Emily Yellin (Free Press, $26, 0743245148)
“By drawing on diaries, letters, and other unpub-
lished manuscripts, Yellin offers a rare, personal
look into the American woman’s World War II
experience. With anecdotes on everything from
the creation of Betty Crocker to a Hawaiian pros-
titute protest, this engaging history delivers a

wealth of lesser-known facts to the history buff, but remains accessi-
ble for the general reader, as well.”—Michelle DiMeo,Women &
Children First, Chicago, IL
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7. A QUESTION OF HONOR: The
Kosciuszko Squadron: Forgotten Heroes of
World War II, by Lynne Olson and Stanley
Cloud (Knopf, $27.95, 0375411976) “For lovers
of accounts of the Battle of Britain, this book
describes in detail the contributions of Polish
pilots who joined the RAF after fleeing their
country. At first treated coolly by the top brass,
these dashing and brave men went on to become

aces in the air battles over Britain.”—Pat Kehde, The Raven
Bookstore, Lawrence, KS

9.THE WRONG STUFF: The Adventures and
Misadventures of an 8th Air Force Aviator, by
Truman Smith (University of Oklahoma Press,
$17.95 paper, 0806134224) “Truman Smith, a gifted
writer, provides an account of his own experience
as a B-17 pilot, who faced danger and death all
around him during the war. He writes about the
harsh realities with wit and good humor. This
exceptional memoir is on the reading list for 

history classes at the U.S.Air Force Academy.”—Jean Brace, Brace
Books & More, Ponca City, OK

8. SECRET SOLDIERS: How a Troupe of
American Artists, Designers, and Sonic Wizards
Won World War II’s Battles of Deception Against
the Germans, by Philip Gerard (Plume, $15
paper, 0452283884) “In one of the great ‘back 
stories’ of D-Day, Gerard has written a fascinating
account of how an elite troupe of artists, actors,
sound engineers, stage designers, and innovative
craftsmen created the deceptions that masked the

realities of the D-Day invasion—an effort that saved countless lives and
ensured allied success.”—Joe Drabyak, Chester County Book &
Music Company,West Chester, PA

10. THE DISTANCE FROM NORMANDY,
by Jonathan Hull (St. Martin’s, $24.95,
0312314116) “Hull’s novel—with a backdrop of
memories of D-Day and some of the most brutal
fighting of WW II—presents a wonderful juxtapo-
sition of contemporary teen issues with the major
drama of young men at war.”—Marian Nielsen,
Orinda Books, Orinda, CA

The Book Sense Gift Certificate is good at over 1,200 independent bookstores across the country. To find the independent
bookstore nearest you, just call 1-888-BOOKSENSE or search the directory at BookSense.com.Thank you.

Visit www.HistoryChannel.com for programming, book, and DVD information on related history titles.

Eisenhower called it “a soldier’s battle.” Others define it as the most massive operation ever carried out. However it is defined, it unquestionably
marked the beginning of the end to World War II and the liberation of Europe.From May 29 – June 6,The History Channel and A&E Network®

will commemorate D-Day, from the titans at the top—Churchill, Eisenhower, and Rommel—to the young privates who risked their lives to 
better ours. Included in this week of programming will be the unveiling of the WW II Memorial in Washington, D.C., live on The History
Channel on Saturday,May 29 at 2PM as well as the premieres of three specials. Ike:Countdown to D-Day (May 31, at 8PM/7C on A&E) depicts
the tense 90 days leading up to the D-Day invasion and how General Eisenhower, against all odds, brilliantly orchestrated the most important
military maneuver in modern history. 10 Days to D-Day (June 2, at 9PM/8C on The History Channel) explores, through never-before-seen
letters and diaries, the days leading up to June 6, 1944. D-Day:The Lost Evidence (June 6, at 8PM/7C on The History Channel) gives us a
firsthand account of the epic battle, featuring footage thought to be lost for decades. Rounding out the week will be special 
D-Day stories featured on the regular series airing on The History Channel—don’t miss Modern Marvels, Mail Call, Investigating
History, and Deep Sea Detectives (check your local listings).

A Day That Helped Define a Century


