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1WHY I WAKE EARLY: New Po e m s, by
M a ry Olive r ( B e a c o n , $ 2 2 , 0 8 0 7 0 6 8 7 6 4 )

“ M a ry Oliver has a way of bri n ging moments
f rom the natural world into our lives — a re c og-
nition of the place nature plays in our psyches
and our physical bodies. With language to
delight the senses, her latest volume of poems is
a pure gift of wo rds to savo r.” —G ayle Shanks,
C h a n ging Hands Bookstore,Te m p e,A Z

3GOOD POEMS, edited by Garri s o n
Ke i l l o r ( Pe n g u i n , $15 paper, 0 1 4 2 0 0 3 4 4 1 )

“This is a title that eve ryone keeps asking for.
Ke i l l o r ’s selections from the many poems that he
has read on Minnesota Public Radio’s T h e
W ri t e r ’s Almanac seem to touch something in
eve ryo n e.” —Lee Musgjerd , L e e ’s Book
E m p o ri u m , G l a s gow, M T

5BU F FALO DA N C E : The Journ ey of Yo rk,
by Frank X Wa l ke r ( U n ive rsity Press of

Ke n t u c k y, $15 paper, 0813190886) “ T h e s e
poems bring vividly to life the story of the Lew i s
and Clark expedition as told through the
thoughts of Clark’s slave,Yo r k .Wa l ke r ’s port r aya l
gives us an important pers p e c t ive of the expedi-
tion as we see York struggling with his incre a s i n g
ye a rnings for fre e d o m .” —S t eve Tu rn bu l l ,
Joseph-Beth Booksellers , L e x i n g t o n , K Y

2GOD WENT TO BEAUTY SCHOOL,
by Cynthia Rylant ( H a rper Te m p e s t ,

$ 1 4 . 9 9 , 0060094338) “God does a lot of things in
God Went to Beauty Sch o o l, l i ke buying a sofa ,g e t-
ting arre s t e d ,a n d , ye s , going to beauty school. A t
f i rst it seems irreve re n t , bu t ,u l t i m a t e l y, this surp ri s-
ing little book creates a sense of God that many
will appre c i a t e.Read it and see if yo u ’re not draw n
into the div i n e ! ” —S t a n l ey Hadsell, B o o k
House of Stuyvesant Plaza,A l b a ny, N Y

4S H ATTERED SONNETS, L OV E
CA R D S, AND OTHER OFF A N D

BACK HANDED IMPORT U N I T I E S, by
Olena Kalytiak Dav i s ( B l o o m s bu ry, $ 1 9 . 9 5 ,
1582343527) “ To enter Dav i s ’ poetic world is to
t h row yo u rself into an exquisite storm . As if
deemed inadequate for her purp o s e s , language is
rent and then re bu i l t , to offer voice to a height-
ened experience of being alive, in all its exuber-
ance and agony.” —H e rman Fo n g , O d y s s ey
B o o k s h o p, South Hadley, M A

6D E S I D E R ATA : Wo rds For Life, by
Max Ehrm a n n , p h o t ographs by

M a rc Ta u s s ( S c h o l a s t i c, $ 1 5 . 9 5 ,
0439372933) “ E h rm a n n ’s famous poem,
D e s i d e ra t a is paired here with Ta u s s ’s t ri k i n g
p h o t ogr a p hy and is introduced to a new
generation (grades 6 and up). S u i t a bl y
packaged for gi f t - giving at all ages, t h i s
book makes a handsome and thoughtful graduation pre s e n t .”
—Laura Hansen, B o o k i n ’ I t , Little Fa l l s , M N
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G R A N T E D, by Mary Szybist ( A l i c e
James Books, $13.95 paper, 1882295374) 
Using natural, b i bl i c a l , and classical imagery,
these poems explore the difficulties of fa i t h
and love — p a rticularly the difficulties of
their expre s s i o n , their perform a n c e.

These notewo rt hy volumes of poetry have been compiled from recommendations by independent booksellers 
a c ross A m e ri c a . One booksellers quote is chosen to re p resent each of these top vote ge t t e r s.

7 RIPRAP AND COLD MOUNTA I N
P O E M S, by Gary Sny d e r ( S h o e m a ker &

H o a rd , $12 paper, 1593760159) “This marve l o u s
collection was my introduction to Sny d e r ’s ri c h-
ly rewa rding wo r k . His wo rds seem at once
ancient and settled, a n d , ye t ,t h ey are also pulsing
and urgent. It is a gift to have this back in pri n t .”
—Michael Barn a rd , R a ke s t r aw Books,
D a nv i l l e, CA

9WITHOUT END: New and Sel e c te d
Po e m s, by Adam Zagajew s k i ( F S G, $ 1 5 ,

p a p e r, 0374528616) “This collection illustrates
what truly great poetry is—the distillation of
complex philosophical and probing questions
into a language that leaves you bre a t h l e s s .To gain
insight while being dazzled—what a concept! A s
the poet say s , these poems allow us ‘to experi e n c e
astonishment and to stop still in that astonish-
ment for a long moment or two.’ ” —S h aw n

Wa t h e n , Chapter One Book Store, H a m i l t o n , M T

8RISKING EVERY T H I N G : 110 Poems of
Love and Rev el a ti o n, edited by Roge r

H o u s d e n ( H a rm o ny, $ 2 0 , 1400047994) “ T h i s
wonderful collection—featuring the work of
w ri t e rs from around the world and thro u g h o u t
h i s t o ry—pushes us to further examine our place
in this wo r l d . I have picked up this book again and
again to find inspiration that follows me thro u g h
the day.” —Barb Wi e s e r, Amazon Bookstore
C o o p e r a t ive, M i n n e a p o l i s , M N

10VIEW WITH A GRAIN OF SAND:
S el e c ted Po e m s, by Wi s l awa

S z y m b o rs k a ( H a rve s t ,$ 1 4 ,p a p e r, 0 1 5 6 0 0 2 1 6 7 )
“ S z y m b o rs k a , the winner of the 1996 Nobel
P rize for Literature, richly deserved the awa rd ,a s
these 100 poems from six of her earlier wo r k s
a t t e s t .‘ L ove at First Sight’ ends with these lines:
‘ E ve ry beginning/ is only a sequel, after all/ and
the book of events/ is always open half way
t h ro u g h .’ ” —Jan Owe n s , Millrace Books,
Fa rm i n g t o n , C T

LONG LIFE: Essays and Other Wri ti n gs, by Mary Oliver (Da
C a p o, $ 2 2 , 0306809958) Long Life is a luminous collection of 17
e s s ays and 10 poems that showcase the grace and precision of

O l ive r ’s wo r k . She shows us how writing “is a
way of offering praise to the wo r l d ” and sug-
gests we see her poems as “little alleluias.”
Whether describing a goosefish stranded at
l ow tide, the feeling of being baptized by the
mist from a whale’s bl ow h o l e, or the “ c o n n e c-
tion between soul and landscape,” O l ive r
i nvites re a d e rs to find themselves and their
e x p e riences at the center of her wo r l d .

The Book Sense Gift Certificate is good at 
m o re than 1,200 independent bookstore s

a c ross the country.

For more recommendations of new works of
poetry, please visit www.poets.org.


